Can cry in the newborn be used as an assessment of pain?
Pain in the neonate is a complex subject. The assessment of pain should be simple and clinically usable. So far, the scales that have been used to assess pain are too time consuming and complex. The analysis of cry in a simple manner, as described in this issue of Acta Paediatrica by Bellieni et al., could be used in a simple and effective way at the bedside. Since sick and premature newborns are not studied, the scale needs further confirmation.